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NATIONALIST POLITICAL RALLY 
REF: VALLETTA 0258 

1. AT FEB 7 NATIONALIST PARTY RALLY, DEPUTY LEADER 
VINCENT TABONE REVEALED SOME DETAILS OF N.P. CON- 
SULTATIONS WITH P.M. MINTOFF ON ENERGY CRISIS. 
NATIONALISTS, HE SAID, HAD REFUSED TO COOPERATE BECAUSE 
GOM DID NOT ASK TO CONSULT TO SEEK TO FACE THE CRISIS 
TOGETHER, BUTH RATHER TO GAIN THEIR SUPPORT FOR LEGIS- 
LATION WHICH WOULD INCREASE ELECTRICITY RATES "ASTRO- 
NOMICALLY 1 ' AND GIVE GOM POWER TO INCREASE THOSE 
RATES RETROACTIVELY FOR THREE WEEKS (VALLETTA 222). 

N.P. WOULD ALWAYS REFUSE TO DO SOMETHING BEHIND THE 
BACKS OF THE PEOPLE, AND IF GOM WANTED COOPERATION. 

IT MUST SHOW ALL ITS CARDS. 
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2. TABONE AND OTHER SPEAKERS (BORG OLIVIER, GUIDO 
DEMARCO, AND LOUIS GALEA) WARNED GOM SHARPLY AGAINST 
ARBITRARY AND UNILATERAL CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION 
(VALLETTA 222), SAY THAT IF THEY DID SO, THEY WOULD LOSE 
THE RIGHT TO RULE. 

3. B.O. SAID THAT DURING THE MLP ADMINISTRATION THE 
COUNTRY HAD FACED CRISIS AFTER CRISIS. THE MN.P., TOO, 

HAD FACED CRISIS AFTER CRISIS, SUCH AS THE UK FORCES RUN DOWN, 
QUARREL WITH HMG ON FINANCIAL PAYMENTS, CLOSURE OF SUEZ CANAL, 
STRIKES, ETC., BUT THE PEOPLE DID NOT SUFFER, AS THEY DO NOW, 

AND IN FACT HAD ENIOYED INCREASING BENEFITS. DURING 
THE MN.P. ADMINISTRATION THE MLP OPPOSITION HAD STRONGLY 
CRITICIZED THEM FOR A SHORTAGE OF BIRD SEED, NOW THERE 
ARE SHORTAGES OF EVERYTHING. THE MLP HAD RENTED MALTA 
TO MANY OTHER COUNTRIES, BUT THE PEOPLE HAD NOT BENEFITED. 

THE NP HAD, WITH HONOR, RECEIVED LESS FUNDS, BUT THEIR 
RESULTS EXCEEDED BY FAR THOSE OF THE MLP ADMINISTRATION. 

4. NOT SURPRISINGLY, FEB 8 ISSUE OF TIMES OF MALTA 
GAVE GOOD COVERAGE TO N.P. RALLY. ITS EDITORIAL OF 
SAME DATE PRAISED THE FORMATION OF ITS SHADOW CABINET 
GENERALLY AND PARTICULARLY THE INCLUSION OF THE YOUNGER 
MPS. ALTHOUGH TIMES HAD BEEN CRITICAL OF B.O.'S LACK 

OF LEADERSHIP, IT NOTES WITH SATISFACTION THAT SHADOW 
CABINET INCLUDES HIM AND OTHER FORMER MINISTERS AND 
THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE GIVES GOOD BALANCE. "THE 
SHADOW CABINET AS A WHOLE, THEREFORE, REPRESENTS A 
CORRECT BALANCE OF NEW BLOOD AND PAST EXPERIENCE 
MERGING INTO ONE EFFICIENT TEAM." 

5. COMMENT N.P. IS OBVIOUSLY ON THE ATTACK, IN 

PART TO COUNTER ANY SUCCESS MINTOFF MAY ANNOUNCE AS 
THE RESULT OF HIS MIDDLE EAST TOUR, BUT ALSO TO KICK 
OFF THE "NEW TEAM."GETZ 
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